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m ABSTRACT : The study highlights the performance of different shelling machines used in
Kokan region of Maharashtra. The effect of cashew nut size on performance of cashew nut
shelling machines and there comparative differences between three shelling machineswere studied.
It was found that, the size of cashew nut had significant effect on the shelling efficiency of
machine. The per cent shelling efficiency of the machine increased with increasein size of cashew
nut. The manual operated shelling machine showed higher shelling efficiency as compared to
traditional and improved power operated shelling machine. It is also observed that the improved
power operated machine had lower uncut, breakage, higher wholekernel recovery and cashew nut
picking efficiency as compared with traditional power operated and manual shelling machine.
Operating cost of manual, traditional and improved power operated cashew nut shelling machine
were 7, 3.12 and 2.31 Rs./kg, respectively. Operating cost of improved shelling machine was 66 per
cent and 57.4 per cent higher as compared to manual and traditional power operated shelling
machine, respectively. Improved power operated shelling machine saved monthly Rs. 21138/- as
compared to manually operate shelling machine.
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